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L Purpose: To nurture the gardening

interests ofitambers and the community through educational progr

and community service projects.
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Do you have perennials that need to be
divided this spring and you really don’t have
the space or need for the additional plants?
The NCG Members’ Plant Sale may be just
the answer. You can pot up the extra plants
and donate them to the members’ sale. No
extra pots? Well we will also have pots for you
to use. After you have divided the plants, you
provide the information about number of
plants, variety, color, bloom time, sun/shade/
water requirements etc. on the form that will
be sent out electronically or use a paper copy
that will be provided at the April and May
meetings. This form is then sent by e-mail or
given to Linda Allison. A plant label will be
waiting and ready for you when you deliver
your plants to the sale Friday, May 7" or early
May 8™

All funds from the Members’ Sale benefit the
high school horticulture programs provide
funds for our Flower and Garden Show,
underwrite expenses for the picnic and
members’ banquet, and provide for speakers
for our meetings,

Continued on page 4

Discover how simple and rewarding it is to garden
in harmony with the natural world. Organic
gardening mimics natural systems, keeping pests
in check without chemical pesticides, and
encouraging robust plants without synthetic
fertilizers. Erin will show us how to think like
ecologists in our own backyards, and watch our
landscapes transform into lush and prolific
systems.

Tuttle is a certified naturalist with more than 12
years of experience working in home,
commercial, and ecological landscapes. She is
an environmental educator and staff member at
The Conservation Foundation, and spends her
spare time in her own backyard, tending
chickens, raising vegetables, and making room
for an ever-growing prairie garden.

Upcoming Events

May 3:

May 8: 30th Annual Plant Sale

June 7: Organic Farming in Naperville
July 17: Garden Tours & Picnic
August 2:  Program TBD

August 21:

The "Honey Dew" - Keeping Bees Here In The Midwest

by Laura Andersen

presented by Steve Tiwald

30th Annual Flower & Garden Show



March Minutes -
Call to order: Arup Bhuyan, Vice-President, welcomed members and five guests. Tom Campbell, Treas-
urer, reported that the club has $12,767.63 in the bank. Jim Canavan moved to accept the report, Laurel
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Londe seconded. Motion carries. Eleanor Holt moved to accept the minutes for the February 1st meeting.
ter Klassen seconded. They were approved. Motion carried.

nouncements:

Betty Ferrence - dues are due. If paid now they are $15, they will be $20 if paid later.

Tom Campbell will have Plant-a-Row for the Hungry plots. Park district gave us 3 plots and Linda
Thompson donated her plot. Tom will announce planting date later. All help is appreciated. The block of
four plots is near the northeast side.

Flower and Garden Show Guide - photographs for the cover are due by June 30th. They should be high
resolution, electronic photos and emailed to Laurel LaLonde, laurelbO6 @yahoo.com. Laurel is working on
improving the guide. Any suggestions should be emailed to Laurel within the next two weeks.

Ron Ory reminded everyone of Park District Gardening workshops being held at Sportsman’s Park.

Old Business:

Ne

Plant sale is May 8th. Logan Wasson is putting together the buying list. Logan announced that prices
will be about 5% higher than last year. He will be reducing the numbers of plants being purchased. He
will try to not order as many ordinary plants such as petunias and will focus on maintaining quality and
buying more specialty plants. If you have a request, contact Logan. Laurel LaLonde made the sugges-
tion to capture patron’s e-mail addresses and to send out the reminder and coupon by email instead of
post card to save printing and postage costs. Patrons could also be given the chance to sign up for club
information.

Member plants for the plant sale: Linda Allison will have a sign up sheet next month. Linda suggested
having a “Collectors” or “Specialty” table so the special hosta or daylily doesn’t get lost with all the com-
mon ones. Label will highlight that it is different and will show that it is of higher value. These plants will
be priced higher. Linda brought up the problem of selling invasive plants (such as Moneywort and Loose-
strife) to unsuspecting customers. Many people don’t know exactly what they are bringing in. Linda has a
list of the different genus of the two. Linda suggested that we not sell any invasive plants. The club voted
in agreement with this policy. Please don't bring aggressive plants. Linda will be indicating on labels how
the plant grows. There will be a new form for club plant indicating the name, growing conditions, water,
sun needs. It will be distributed electonically.

Riverwalk cleanup: April 17? Laurel will send an e-mail to everyone letting them know when it is.

w Business:

Liability Insurance: Laurel LaLonde reported that in the past we have had a liability insurance policy for
the plant sale because the Park District required it when using their property. Laurel suggested the club
consider having a policy that covered all the club’s events as well as offering protection for members who
host club events at their homes and protection for the club’s board members. Laurel had two quotes from
possible insurance companies. The policy for the Plant Sale alone is $170. An all-inclusive policy is $500.
Comments: Jim Canavan, who had a career in insurance, suggests we should have it. He said that Illi-
nois is a very litigious state. The idea of signing waivers was mentioned and Jim replied that waivers are
nice to have but easy to go around. Jim felt that an insurance policy was the way to go. Jim agreed to
look at the policies and talk to the agents about some of the specific coverages he felt were necessary.
Jim and Laurel will work together to have a quote ready to be voted upon at the next meeting.

Continued on page 3
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Minutes continued from page 2

Mini-Show : Wanda Wohead brought in a hyacinth.
She forced them in the refrigerator. She is enjoying
her little bit of spring this week.

Carolyn Finzer told a story of growing amaryllis and
announced the birth of a new grandson, Bering.

Rod Beary brought in an artichoke plant. They need
to be tricked to think they have gone through winter.
Rod puts them in the garage now (about 40 degrees,
not freezing). He started in January. He grew and

sold them last year. He thinks these are Green Globe.

After frost, they should be planted outside. They will
grow to be about 3 ft tall.

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn made by Bob Elvert and
seconded by Judy Kanarek.

Program: Vegetable Garden Design -
Beyond the Straight and Narrow

Power point presentation created by Jim Schmidt with
audio by Schmidt, U of | Extension specialist, Horticul-
ture.

Learn to 'think outside the box' when creating a vege-
table garden using the various elements that make a
garden appealing as well as productive.

Topics covered: Look back in history, design ideas
plants to include, ways to nurture the senses and fur-
nishings.

See pages 5-8 for handouts from
our March speaker.

April is Safe Digging Month!
Call JULIE Before You Dig”

Know what's helow.
Gall before you dig.
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Executive Board
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Past President

Patti Thompson
Arup Bhuyan
Barbara Jones
Tom Campbell
Robert Elvert

Committee Chairs
Benton Street Post Office
Gardening Workshops
Garden Plant-A-Row

Carolyn Finzer

Ben Calvert
Tom Campbell
Garden Plot Judging
High School Liaisons

District 203

District 204

Kris Siuciak
Wanda Wohead
Eleanor Holt

Brian Bell
Linda Thompson
Ben Calvert
Tom Campbell
Esther Prock
Carolyn Finzer
Betty Ference

Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement Rose Garden

River Walk Clean Up
River Walk Gardens
Flower and Garden Show
Harvest Banquet
Historian

Membership

Meeting Refreshments
Mini Show

Newsletter

Newsletter Distribution
Photography

Picnic

Publicity

Programs

Show Directory

Special Correspondence

Laurel LaLonde
Laurel LaLonde
Arup Bhuyan
Laurel LaLonde
Carolyn Finzer
Peter Klassen
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At the March meeting we discussed two plant
varieties Lythrum salicaria — Purple Loosestrife
and Lysimachia nummularia — Moneywort. Both
plants are on the invasive plant species from the
arboretum and the purple loosestrife is banned
for the state of lllinois. Since it is possible that a
member would not know if they had purple
loosestrife, it is best that no varieties of
loosestrife be donated.

We will also be setting up a table for Collectors’
or Specialty Plants. This will give a display area
for those hard-to-find or unique varieties.

Sign-up sheets will be available at the April
meeting for the Plant Sale. We really need your
help to make the sale a success!

| have received a good suggestion to have
members put in requests for specific plants. Not
sure how | can match people up yet but I'll think
about it. Would like input at the April meeting.
-Linda Allison
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Mark your calendars for the annual Riverwalk
clean up. As the date gets closer, the city will let
us know where they need our help and what time
we will get started but plan on first thing in the
morning. We hope to be back on our eastern/
southern section this year, but it will all depend
on the water levels. Stay tuned.

-Linda Thompson

Janet Johnson
Jayme Koller
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Thank you to Bea McGovern and Randy Scheib for
the wonderful refreshments at the March
meeting.

The schedule for refreshments is:

April Carolyn Finzer & Wanda Wohead
May Judy Kanarek & Linda Allison
June Ben Calvert

August Rose Mary Stelter

September Jan Gricus & JoOAnn Monge
October Patti Thompson
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refreshments. Please
contact Linda
Thompson if you are

willing to take over this
job.
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Dave & Jan Bargmann have recently moved to Ft.
Myers, Florida. They sent the following greeting:
“Please give our best to the group and let them
know we'll miss seeing them and hearing about/
seeing the flowers, plants, etc. grown by the

club.

Best of luck to Dave & Jan in their new home.



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS University of lllinois Extension—DuPage County

EX l ENS ION 1100 E. Warrenville Rd., Suite 170
Maperville, IL 60563

Halping You Put Knowledge to Werk

For gardening questions call: (630) 955-1123
Or visit: www.extension.uiuc.edu/dupage

Planting a Vegetuble Garden

Dig in for the Garden Season

Garden soil can be plowed, tilled or spaded in the spring or
fall. Don't work the garden when the soil is too wet. One test is
to squeeze a handful of soil. It should not be sticky and should
form a ball that will crumble easily. Fertilizer may be applied
befare plowing. Turn over the ground to a depth of about 6 to §
inches. If added after plowing, work in the fertilizer by raking it
into the soil to a 2- to 4-inch depth. Rake the soil just before
planting to prevent the weeds from coming up before the
vegetables.

Success Starts with Planting

The success of your garden depends on three factors. Veegetables must be
planted at the right time, at the right depth and at the correct distance apart (see
chart). The planting time depends on the hardiness of the vegetables and the
climate in your area. Some vegetables can withstand frost, others prefer warm
weather. When purchasing seeds, be sure to buy disease-free seeds. Some
vegetables do better if transplants instead of seeds are planted in the garden.
Transplants are young plants grown from seeds started indoors or bought from a
store.

How to Plant

Plant in straight rows. This makes it easier to tell the weeds from the vegetables.
Also cultivation and harvesting are more convenient. Drive two stakes into the ground
at each end of the garden and draw a string taut between them. Small seeds should
be planted in shallow furrows (trenches). These can be made by drawing a hoe
handle along the line indicated by the string. For larger seeds and deeper furrows
use the corner of the hoe blade. Seeds may be planted by the hilling or the drilling
method. For the hilling method several seeds are placed in one spot at definite
intervals in a row. Sweet corn, squash, melons and cucumbers can be planted in this
way. Most seeds are sown by the drilling method. Seeds are spaced evenly down the
row. After planting, cover by firming the soil around the seeds. Plants should be
thinned before they are over 2 inches tall. Remove the weakest plants.

Continued on page 6



Planting a Vegetable Garden....Continued from page 5

Begin with the Best Plants

When buying transplants, avoid tall, spindly plants. Short, stocky transplants are
preferable. About a week before planting begin setting transplants outside each day
for a few hours. This will get plants adjusted to the outdoors. Vegetables such as
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, eggplant, sweet potato and tomato
are grown best from transplants.

Planting Transplants

Plants should be set in the garden on a cloudy day or in the evening. Water the
plants about an hour before transplanting. Carefully remove plants from the pot
without disturbing the roots. Keep a ball of soil around the roots. Some transplants
are grown in peat pots. These pots can be planted directly into the garden. Dig a
hole large enough for the transplant to set slightly deeper than it grew in the
container. Use a starter solution. Plant roots should be covered with soil. Firm the
soil around the plant. Plants may be protected from heat, wind or cold when
necessary. Cups, jars, cartons or baskets can be placed over plants for protection.
Be sure to remove the protector when the weather improves.

Vegetable Planting Guide

PLANTING DISTANCE (inches)

In Rows After Between Intensive** Between

Vegetables  Planting Dates Thinning Rows Rows

Beans, lima  May 20-June 15 3to4 1810 24 6to12

Beans, snap May20-July1 2to4 18to 24 6to 12

Beet April 20 -May 15 2to 3 1810 24 6to12

June 1 - July 15*

Broccoli, April 1 -May 10 S9to 12 30 12 to 18

plants June 1 - July 15*

Brussels April 15 -May 25 18to 24 30 18

sprouts,

plants

Cabbage, May 1 - May 25 18 to 24 24 to 30 18

plants June 1 - July 15

Carrots April15-May 25 1to2 18 to 24 6 to 12 or scatter on 2-

June 15 - July 1* by B-inch bed and thin

plants 1to 2 inches
apart

Cauliflower, May 1 - May 25 18 to 24 30 12t0 18

plants June 15 - July 5*

Corn, sweet May1-June15 9to12 30to 36 9to 18

Cucumber May 20 - June 15 12 48 to 72 36 or trellis 12 inches
apart

Continued on page 7



Planting a Vegetable Garden....Continued from page 6







